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Program
By Tom Bolender

As can be the case with presentations we’ve got an 
unexpected change for the May meeting. Instead of 
Fly Fishing for Small Mouth Bass on the John Day 
River, we will be watching an interesting video 
provided by Dwight Caron. It’s lake season and of 
course we all think we know the best way to fish 
our flies. Chironomids are a staple food source in 
lakes and the way we’ve been taught to present the 
flies has come into question. Is a super slow, 
straight up from the bottom retrieve the best way 
to fish? Maybe you’ve been just dangling the fly 
under an indicator waiting for a fish to swim by. 
You’ll be amazed at what the video shows. Have 
we been doing it all wrong? Don’t miss this water 
breaking new information.

LeaderÕs Line
by Chuck Pfeil

Our Education Program went into full swing this 
month with both fly tying and casting classes.

A big thanks to Dwight Caron, our Education 
Chair, for organizing and teaching a fly tying class 
for both beginning and intermediate tiers. The class 
began on May 5th and will run through the 19th. 
On the first night he instructed 10 eager 
participants as they tied muddlers, stimulators and 
hoppers. They’re in store for new challenges in the 
coming weeks as Dwight moves on to smaller flies.

Kudos as well to Mel Hurd for organizing both 
beginning and intermediate fly casting classes and 
to both Mel Hurd and Don Freeman for teaching 
the classes. The beginning casting class began on 
May 6th and the intermediate casting class will 
occur in June.

These classes are a great opportunity to learn casting 
technique from a pro and to get some one-on-one 
attention from both Mel and Don. If you’re 
interested in attending the intermediate casting 
class and haven’t signed up yet, send us a message 
at olympiassff@yahoo.com and we’ll pass it on to Mel.

May 15th and 16th is our annual dry side outing to 
the Sun Lakes area. At last count between 9 and 

13 of us will be making the trek over the 
mountains. Most of us will be staying at Blue Lake 
Resort with a few staying over at Park Lake. 
Saturday night will be a treat as we join Puget 
Sound Fly Fishers for dinner and fish stories at 
Park Lake.

We also have several local outings in early June 
you won’t want to miss. Saturday, June 5th is a 
daytime trip to Scott Lake and this will be followed 
by an evening outing on June 8th also at Scott 
Lake. If you want more information on these Scott 
Lake outings give Jim McAllister a call at (360) 
970-2953.

Outings
by Jim McAllister

News from your outing Chairman:

May 15 & 16 Dry Side (Blue Lake) Chuck Pfeil 
chuckpfeil@comcast.net 360-481-5005 If you need 
to change your current reservation please do so. 
Many of us stay at the Blue Lake Resort and you 
can reach them at 
owner@bluelakeresortwashington.com.

June 5 Scott Lake Jim McAllister 360-970-2953

June 8, (6 pm) Scott Lake Jim McAllister 
360-970-2953

Jun 19 & 20 Leech Lake Gary Kellogg 
gkellogg_44@yahoo.com 360-754-4429

June 22, (6 pm) Scott Lake Jim McAllister 
360-970-2953
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July 13, (6 pm) Newatzel Lake ??? looking for a 
volunteer 

July 24 Mineral Lake ??? looking for a volunteer 

July 27, (6 pm) Newatzel Lake ??? looking for a 
volunteer! 

Conservation
by Don Freeman

First off, hats off to the volunteers who showed up 
for the arctic blast opening day at Munn Lake. Ken 
Downing, Gwill Ging, Howard Nanto, Craig Allen, 
Tom Henley, Dave Fields, Peter Brooks and 
Stephen Butter came on Saturday and/or Sunday 
and Jim Brosio covered Monday morning for us.  
Our contribution was almost universally 
appreciated by anglers who were unaware of the 
regulation changes. We intercepted nearly two 
dozen the first morning alone, and by explaining 
the changes, providing stocking reports for 
alternate waters, and assisting a few convert to 
catch and release, South Sound Fly Fishers 
received a vote of thanks the sport fishing 
community. Only a couple were disgruntled, but 
what are ya gonna do, please everyone?

Unfortunately, this past week I interacted with a 
group of young folks at Munn who have no regard 
for the regulations, or other anglers. I found them 
bait fishing from the bank on Thursday afternoon, 
and updated them on the changes. Friday, they 
were back, argued that the changes aren’t 
permanent and refused to look at the regulations, 
which I had with me. I took a picture of their 
license plate, and phoned them in. WDFW 
enforcement has advised me that this is the proper 
course, they don’t have time to run down every 
casual offender, but repeat poaching merits a call.

Be advised that Munn will receive its last shot of 
planted trout this week, another four or five hundred 
jumbos, and an equal number of smaller 
“catchables”. If you get there while they’re still green, 
you can have a banner day with a sinking or 
intermediate line, and the streamer, bugger, or leech 
of your choice. They hang around the ramp for a 
while, and then hug the edges of the weed beds.

In other good news, coastal cutthroat, and our club 
have received a windfall.  The Seattle club, 
Northwest Women Flyfishers has voted to disband, 
and disbursed a hefty chunk of their treasury to 
us. Apparently our work to support coastal 
cutthroat has caught some attention in the region, 
so they donated $500 to our discretion in 
supporting coastal cutthroat conservation. I’ve 
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already conferred with Larry Phillips about some 
direction we can take to protect these anadromous 
trout during their freshwater sojourns.

The board also voted to offer a complimentary 
membership to any former NWF members who 
want to be SSFF members. They will receive the 
Garden Hackle, be welcomed to meetings speakers 
and outings, and hopefully provide a little diversity 
to our demographic of predominately graying and 
balding old …persons.  

You’ll be spared my usual demands for money, 
time and energy at the next meeting, I’ll be 
studying Lake Fishing 101 in the Okanagan for 
the next couple of weeks, so enjoy the break.

SSFF Membership
by Ryan Haseman

I am pleased to introduce two new members to our 
club this month, Jason Small and Carol Fulton. I 
encourage everyone to say hi and show them the 
value of having a local fly fishing club.

With that said, I would like to share my thoughts 
about the value I place on this club. I joined this 
club in 2006, a relative newbie at fly fishing. I say 
relative because I had struggled for 3 years prior to 
that, standing in the middle of a river flailing my 
rod around without a clue to what I was doing.  I 
have to say, after a year of asking questions and 
paying attention, my fishing experience improved 
10 fold. As I became more involved in the club, I 
began to realize that the thing I valued most about 
SSFF wasn't finding out how to fish or where to go, 
but why I fish in the first place.

Being able to learn and talk about the precious and 
wild fish that I so desperately seek, and to not be 
looked at like an alien from a distant planet is 
worth its weight in gold to me. In my professional 
life, I am surrounded by people caught up in the 
hub-bub of the modern "commercialized" society 
that we live in today. While they're thinking malls 
and ipods, I'm thinking mallard flanks and pods of 
salmon. Try striking up a conversation with 
someone about a Green-butt Skunk you've been 
working on, or the origin of the name Mykiss 
and people will not only look at you funny, but may 
recommend you take a cold shower.

Coming to the SSFF meetings allows me an escape 
from all that. The ability to share the things that I 
am interested in and know that they will be 
received with the same enthusiasm and passion 
that I have, reinforces the valuable role that this 
club plays in my life. I thank you for that.

I encourage all of you to share your favorite things 
about the club with someone else who may not be a 
member. Even if they have never been fishing 
before, this is the perfect place to get started. We 
have seen a substantial drop in membership this 
year, and I would hate to see this become a trend.  
We rely on membership dues to fund our many 
efforts in the fields of conservation, education, 
activities and programs. Thanks to our committed 
volunteers we have had some really great 
programs, outings and conservation achievements 
this past couple of years. Let’s ensure the things 
that make SSFF so important to us by sharing 
them with others.

Upcoming Events

•June 20th  Jimmy Green Memorial Fly Fishing 
Fair & Casting Expo @ Tye Park Monroe 
www.jimmygreenflyexpo.com  

•June 20 thru 26 NW Youth Conservation and Fly 
Fishing Academy

•July Ninth Annual Metolius River Fly Fishing 
and Bamboo Rod Fair @ Black Butte School, 
Camp Sherman, OR www.campshermanstore.com  

•August 24-28, 2010 FFF Conclave in West 
Yellowstone, WY

Fly of the Month:

The Guide Fly
Tube: Plastic Tube ( 1/16Ó) Clear
Head:  Eumer Monster Cone (brass)
Wing: White Bunny Strip
Collar:  Chartreuse Saddle Hackle 
Thread: White or matched with collar

I was introduced to this fly by an Eumer rep. at the fly 
fishing expo in Ellensburg last year. Supposedly it 
originated from Canada and is fished extensively in 
their many lakes and is known by many names, but 
most commonly, the Guide Fly.

I came home (after an amazing weekend of fishing), 
and looked at the fly the rep had given me, my mind 
immediately went to my favorite little south sound 
beach. I sat down and tied a few in chartreuse and 
white, and pink and white. After a half a dozen 
outings, this fly had surpassed the confidence level I 
have held for the clouser.  I now tie these in olives 
and browns as well.
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The secret is not the color however, but the flattened 
cone at the head of the fly.  As the fly passes through 
the water, the cone causes turbulence behind the cone 
making the bunny strip go absolutely bananas.

The Guide Fly is very easy to tie.  First, start with a 
small plastic tube.  You can vary the length of the 
bunny strip depending on where and when you are 
fishing.  You want to tie in just the tip of the bunny 
strip creating a sort of hinge effect.  Next add a few 
pieces of flash.  Then tie in your saddle hackle.  Add a 
monster cone and melt the tube to create a lip and 
youÕre done.

Experiment with several color combinations, for the 
sound I like Chartreuse and white, and red and olive. 

Ties & photo by Ryan Haseman

NWYCFF Academy
By Mike Clancy

The NWYCFF Academy  is set and we are ready 
to go. We have 23 boys and 3 girls signed up for 
the Academy this year. With the help from South 
Sound FF and Olympia TU, this should be a great 
event for the kids. I can not still figure out how 
Dick Nye did this program for the past years all 
by himself, my partner, Jim Brosio and I have 
worked on this event for hours. I mean hours.  We 
will need volunteers for the fishing events in the 
mornings and evenings, so please save some time 
between June 20-26th for those events. We have a 
great lineup for instructors again this year 
including Skip and Caorl Ann Morris. We will be 
fishing the Deschutes River and the Nisqually 
fish ponds.

It seemed like it was quite a challenge to get the kids, 
now all we have to do is get the money. I want to 
thank the SSFF for donating $500 and The Alan 
Harger Fund donating $500.  We are going to have a 
special award this year in honor of Allan for his 
generous contribution to The Academy over the years.

In The FFF Corner

http://www.fedflyfishers.org

—In The News —

The National Fly Fishing Fair and Conclave

AUGUST 26-28 West Yellowstone, MT

West Yellowstone has to be one of the all time 
favorite locations for the FFF annual gathering. 
You can bring the entire family and be assured of 
finding many things to do that fly fishing 
enthusiasts as well as family members can enjoy.

Workshops will start on Tuesday August 24 and 
run through Saturday August 28th.

Costs to take workshops vary so check our 
schedules and registration pages for more 
information. The line-up of workshops will be 
available to view in April, 2010 and registration 
will open in May. We will be offering numerous 
walk-up workshops on-site. To ensure a place in a 
workshop, it is re- quested to sign up in advance.

If you've never attended the Fly Fishing Fair, read 
our First Timers Guide for helpful information. If 
you are interested in exhibiting or donating to our 
auction you may contact the FFF office or go to our 
website for more information.
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