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Leader’s Line - Randy Allen June 2007   
 
Gifts from afar. That’s what we’ve been getting lately. 
Gifts from afar, and some from near. (I don’t think that’s a 
word, but I was committed by then.) Carl Johnson, our 
President of the Washington State Council Federation of 
Fly Fishers and our own Mike Clancy, Council Secretary, 
have been making the rounds throughout the Federation-
affiliated clubs, and sharing the current events of the FFF, 
and answering the question some members wonder, “What 
does the FFF do for us?”  
Carl described the upcoming FFF expo in Ellensburg. Our 
members gave that weekend great marks. I did mention 
gifts from afar. To the FFF clubs Carl brought gifts in the 
form of two beautiful Redington Red Fly rods. One is a 
four-piece 5-6 weight, the other a 2 piece 8 weight, no 
strings attached. Carl was instrumental in securing a truck-
full of assembled rods and blanks from Redington and they 
provided them to their affiliate clubs. Denny Lewis is 
running a raffle board for one of the rods. Odds are good, 
too, with only 50 squares. Squares cost $5 each and we 
will draw for the 4-piece rod first. At press time there 
remain about 15 squares. That rod could be yours for $5. 
Pretty sweet. We will build another board later with 
another raffle for the other rod. Carl and the Federation – 
many thanks. We really appreciate the opportunity to 
brighten someone’s day with this great rod.  
That same night, pre-meeting, I observed a fellow walk up 
to some club members. I don’t know why I noticed him. 
Before I can introduce myself he says he’s looking for me. 
“Tony?” I ask. “Tony May?” Yes, Tony replied, “But, how 
did you know?” I still don’t know how. Tony had e-mailed 
me a couple of months back out of the blue. Got my name 
from the internet. He had equipment he wanted to donate 
to a worthy cause. We must have been worthy enough 
because that night Tony gave us two pair of boots, waders, 
a reel or two and spools too. Used, and all in like new 
condition. He was in the middle of moving and had to 
leave before our meeting. Tony, many thanks and we’ll 
look forward to your return. 
You have some gifts we could use too. Here’s what we 
need. You. That’s it. You, and the experience you are 
willing to share. I didn’t ask for your secret hot spot….just 
your knowledge. You’ll read Mel Hurd’s article about the 
upcoming July fly casting class. We need help with that. 
You don’t have to be perfect, just willing to help out with 
this beginning and small class.  
Dick Nye has beaten the bushes bringing this year’s Fly 
Fishing Academy to fruition. After several near-misses, 

he’s pulling it off. Mel will also remind you we need folks who 
can spend some time at the Academy helping these kids with 
their fly-fishing and related skills. Do you have to know it all? 
Nope. You’ve been fishing? Fine – you know something these 
kids would appreciate learning. It’s that simple. Someone once 
told me in a casting class….you don’t have to know every 
cast….you just have to be a page ahead of the student in his book. 
You’ll know more than the student and can teach him or her. 
What better gift for your club? 
We need you, and we need you now. Call me. Call Mel. But call. 
Fish bite, we don’t. Till next month, narrow loops and tight lines. 
�  

Outings 
by Dan O'Brian 

 
On the Wednesday prior to the outing there will be a 6:30 PM 
meeting for the participants at Fishy Business. 
  
June 23/24 Leach Lake 
  
July13-15; Walupt Lake to make reservations call     
 (888)448-1474 (call early for spots on the lake) 
  
August 18;  Coldwater Lake. 
  
October 6/7; Yakima River 
 
September/November; Open for ideas �  
 

RAFFLE NEWS 
The raffle for the June meeting will finalize the raffling off of 
the Redington Red.Fly2 4 pc 6/7 wt fly rod. There are only 
15 tickets left, so don’t be left out in this great opportunity. �  

 

The Next Meeting is … 
Tuesday June 19,  2007 

6:15 PM – 9:00 PM 
Location 

American Legion Hall (Salmon Club) 
3201 Boston Harbor Road NE 

Mike Croft will give an entomology class. This will be a two 
hour program to get you better acquainted with the insects you 
will find in our local waters. This is a must to be a better fly tier 
and improve your fishing skills.  The social meeting time 
will start at 6 PM and the program will begin at 6: 30 PM 
with the business meeting to follow. ����  
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June Conservation Report 
by 

Myron Saikewicz 
Puget Sound/Hood Canal Wild Steelhead Listing 

 
In a press release dated May 7, 2007, the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) announced that 
it is listing wild Puget Sound steelhead as “threatened” 
under the Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA). The 
listing covers naturally-spawning steelhead from river 
basins in Puget Sound, Hood Canal and the eastern half of 
the Strait of Juan de Fuca. Species listed as “threatened” 
are those likely to become “endangered” in the foreseeable 
future. Species categorized as “endangered” are those in 
danger of becoming extinct. NOAA indicated that the root 
causes of the decline of these steelhead runs includes 
degraded habitat, dams and other blockages, unfavorable 
ocean conditions and harmful hatchery practices.  
Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW) is currently evaluating the impact of the listing 
on its’ State-wide Steelhead Management Plan and 
watershed plan development processes. 

 
Steelhead/Cutthroat Policy Advisory Group  (SCPAG) 
Meeting 
 
The quarterly meeting of the SCPAG was held on Olympia 
on May 24th. Much of the meeting was dedicated to the 
May NOAA listing of wild Puget Sound steelhead and 
WDFW response to it. WDFW is not totally sure what the 
ramifications of the listing will be. WDFW staff will 
continue the development of the Statewide Steelhead 
Management Plan and associated watershed plans and the 
December, 2007 completion deadline will remain for now. 
The hope is that the plans will satisfy whatever federal 
requirements the listing will impose. 
  
Two other issues of note were discussed at the meeting: 
1. Wild Steelhead Tournaments. 
Because of SCPAG concerns generated by WDFW’s 
granting of a tournament permit that would impact mostly 
wild steelhead on the Quillyute system this Spring, 
SCPAC voted overwhelmingly to send a recommendation 
to WDFW that would add steelhead to the regulatory list 
of fish (cutthroat and bull trout being the other two) for 
which tournaments are prohibited. Hatchery steelhead 
tournaments would still be permitted but wild fish caught 
in the process could NOT be counted toward prizes.  
 
2. Lifting the Catch and Release regulation on South 
Sound Cutthroat. 
I asked WDFW Director Jeff Koenings about a rumor that 
there were serious discussions within WDFW  to eliminate 
the catch and release regulation on sea-run cutthroat in 
Puget Sound and impose a one fish kill limit. Dr. Koenings 
insisted that he was aware of no such discussions and that 
it “would not happen”. �  

NOTICE NOTICE 
Send your email address to olympiassff@yahoo.com 
if you haven't been getting notices about outings in 
the last month. 

Upcoming Programs 
by Gary Kellogg 

We have a good line up for programs to start the New Year 
off. However, I still need your help in finding a few more 
programs to finish the year - please give me your ideas. 
   
July, our speaker will be Chester Allen. Chester's program 
will be on our local cutthroat fishery. This will be a great 
program as we have all followed Chester's prowess for the 
saltwater cutthroat via The Daily Olympian. 
 
August will be our annual picnic. Save this date on your 
calendar, Tuesday, August 21st for a great family barbeque. 
We will again have a special "what floats" see and tell. 
 
September we are having back by popular demand Doug 
Rose. Doug will be talking about fishing the rivers around 
Port Angeles area. Doug's program last year was one of the 
most entertaining and informational and this year will be no 
less.  
 
October, we will have Chester Allen back to give us a 
program on fishing Yellowstone. This is another favorite 
fishing area that Chester keeps telling us about in is Friday 
Daily Olympia articles. �  
 
Thanks to Dave Whitlock for the Clip Art. See the rest of his 
info on www.davewhitlock.com 
 

 
FREE FLY CASTING INSTRUCTIONS 

 
That’s right folks….FREE fly casting instructions!!! 
 
The SSFF is offering free fly casting instruction to any paid 
up member on July 5, 12, 19 & 26.  Designed primarily for 
beginners, this class will teach you all the basics of casting 
needed to make you a competent and successful fly angler. 
 
Classes will run from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., with the first class to 
be held at the Lower Tumwater Fall Park.   
 
The class is available to non-members at a cost of $35, with 
the fee going toward club membership. 
 
Questions?  Call Mel Hurd at 709-0395 after 5 p.m. week 
days. �  

 
New members for 2007 

Let’s hear it for the new members 
Ron Backman, Kurt & Julie Bergstrom 

Peter Brooks, Quigg Davis, Ted Gage, Bob Guerke 
Jim Harmon, Loren McAllister and John Sabo ����  
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The Leech Lake Outing is June 23 & 24 and your 
ghillie is Gary Kellogg. 
  
This year, Gary is opening up the Olympia Ski Club lodge 
across hwy 12 from Leech Lake (just west of the White 
Pass Ski Lodge) for those who want to "camp" inside. The 
lodge will accommodate a large number of guests. It has a 
men's and women's sleeping dorm and a family dorm with 
double bed arrangements. There is a women's and men's 
bathroom with one shower in each. The main floor has a 
fireplace and a large commercial type kitchen. Gary 
thought the best way to do this is the same way the club 
accommodates the skiers during the winter. 
  
If you plan to spend the night, there are bunks with new 
three inch mats, but you need to bring a sleeping bag and a 
flashlight. The bathrooms are on the first floor while the 
sleeping dorms are on the third floor. You also need to 
bring your own towel and ditty bag. 
  
Guests will pay $9 per bunk per night. Gary will be the 
host and therefore the "camp" cook. Normally there is a 
Saturday dinner and Sunday breakfast and we charge $5 
and $3 for these two meals. If we get enough interest, 
Gary will do the same for Friday dinner and Saturday 
breakfast at $5 and $3 respectively. All guests will be 
asked to help in clean-up chores before they leave for 
home. For the early birds, Gary will be going up Thursday 
to open the place so if you are interested in Thursday 
night, let Gary know. 
  
To sign up for this outing and participate in the Olympia 
Ski Club Lodge, you need to send Gary an email at 
olympiassff@yahoo.com. The last chance to sign up will 
be at the June meeting, Tuesday the 19th. �  
 

Community Outreach 
by Joe Uhlman 

ON SUNDAY JUNE 24TH there will be a BEACH 
SEINEING AND CUTTHROAT CLINIC with Doug Rose 
and Ron Herchi. They will start at The Government Cut on 
Indian Island at 9:00am.They will seine there and 
gradually move west stopping at Sequim Bay and 
Dungeness. After lunch the class will meet at Waters West 
Fly Shop in Port Angles for fly tying, a slide presentation 
and tackle discussion. 
The cost is $60.00.For more information or to sign up call 
Doug Rose at 360-457-9033. �  
 

Yakima River Fall/Winter Hatches 
Midges-November thru May  
Blue Wing Olives-Oct & Nov then February +  
Little Brown Stone, Winter Stone-January & Feb  
Spring Stone, Skwala– February thru April  
March Brown– March thru May  
October Caddis-October & November  
Summer Fall Cahill -October & Nov  
Mahogany Dun-October & November  �  

 

 
 
In May, Dan O’Brien & Gary Kellogg fished some lakes 
around Logan Lake, B.C. The weather was cold, but the 
fish were big!  
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Dan O’Brien & Gary Kellogg took a fishing trip to 
Maupin, OR and fished some private lakes managed 
by the Maupin Fly Shop. 

 

 
 

 
The Fly Fishing Academy Needs 
You…… 
The Fly Fishing Academy is looking for folks to coach and 
mentor budding young fly anglers on the water.  Each 
evening, from June 25th to June 29th, academy students will 
be fishing our local waters, putting into practice those 
things they’ve learned during the day.  This is where we 
need your help by partnering up with a student to teach the 
finer points of casting, line control, fly selection and 
presentation.  This is a great opportunity to pass on your 
skills to others. 
Go to: 
http://www.troutunlimitedwashington.org/Academy/defaul
t.asp to learn more about the academy 
 
If you can help or have questions, please call Mel Hurd at: 
(360) 709-0395 �  

 

Spey Fishing Steelhead 
Cascade Mediaworks, LLC, Portland, OR, 2005, 
www.flyfishtv.com 
DVD, 70 mins., suggested price $24.95 
 
 Spey casting DVD's have been appearing quite 
regularly the last few years. However, until now there really 
hasn't been any instructional DVD's on what to do with your 
Spey casting skills once you have acquired them. Well Gene 
Hering, of Cascade Mediaworks, has teamed up with John 
Hazel, a Spey casting instructor and guide on the Deschutes 
River, to remedy this 
situation. The result is a seventy minute DVD clearly 
explaining and illustrating how to fish for steelhead with a 
Spey rod and Spey casts. The DVD covers how to read 
steelhead water allowing you to fish the productive parts of 
rivers and eliminate the areas unlikely to have steelhead 
present. Also explained are the habits of steelhead and how 
these traits help determine how to work the water and what 
type of fly and presentation to use. John explains and shows 
how to choose and fish waking flies, skating flies, subsurface 
flies, and wet flies. He also shows examples of each type of fly 
and discusses color selection, how to rig the various types of 
flies, 
and what terminal knots he has found most suitable. Fishing 
with both floating as well as sink tip fly lines is shown. 
 The cinematography compliments the instruction 
beautifully. The cameramen clearly are well versed in shooting 
outdoors over water. The DVD has clear, easy to watch images 
which allow you to concentrate on John and what he is saying 
and doing. And the high angle shots give the viewer a clear and 
sometimes startling view of how a steelhead reacts to the fly. 
Each steelhead fly fisherman has his pet theory on how 
steelhead track and attack flies, but this DVD will allow you to 
hear directly from the steelhead. This information alone is 
worth the cost of admission. 
 After mastering the basic casting techniques of John 
and Amy Hazel's Spey Casting DVD and practicing so you can 
comfortably cast 90 to 100 feet you need something to do with 
your new skills. Well John Hazel provides you with the answer 
and how to attain success. This is definitely a DVD every fly 
fisherman who chases steelhead with a Spey rod, or dreams of 
doing so, will want in his personal library to view and review 
many times. �  
 

 
What is it? 
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Short-Distance Casting 
 

By Dan Lagace – Taken from the Tampa Bay Fly Fishing 
Club Newsletter  
 
Such emphasis is placed on long-distance casting in 
saltwater "fly fishing that short-distance casting skills are 
often overlooked. 
 
I have cast to tailing fish within less than 20 feet often 
enough to have caused me to practice short-distance 
casting. I began this practice with just about one foot of 
line past the rod tip, trying to form a loop in the tapered 
leader alone. This is more difficult than it seems. I have 
found that it is best to form a moderately tight loop with 
short amounts of line past the tip since overly tight loops 
will not allow the leader to straighten. The leader will 
crash into itself if the loop is too tight. Experiment with 
loop sizes to determine which best allows the leader to 
straighten completely. 
 
Try it yourself. Begin with just a foot or so of line past the 
tip of the rod. Try to form a moderately tight loop with the 
first back cast. Most casters overpower this first casting 
stroke resulting in a wide open loop, the reason being that 
the excessive power destroys any chance for a crisp, 
positive stop. Back off a bit and impart only enough power 
to make the leader, straighten on the first back cast. 
 
Replicate that good, moderately tight first-cast loop on the 
forward false cast. Again, keep the power and speed to a 
minimum and concentrate on achieving a positive stop of 
the fly rod. Use wrist break during the casting stroke to 
regulate the size of the loop. The objective of this practice 
is to straighten the nine-foot leader completely, allowing a 
cast of about 15 feet with just the leader and about a foot 
of line past the tip of the rod. �  
 

BOOK  REVIEWS  
  
Fishbugs – By Thomas Ames Jr. 
Countryman Press, Woodstock, VT, 2005 
144 pages, hardbound, illustrated, color, suggested price 
$45.00 

 This is simply an incredible book. The author has 
turned the photography of insects into portraiture. The 
author's results in this book are as monumental as the 
insight Yousuf Karsh brought to human portraiture. This is 
not a fly fisherman's bug book, a pattern book, or even a 
match the hatch book, though it does have images of 
insects important to fly fishermen and illustrative fly 
pattern images. Instead it is volume of character studies of 
insects important to fly fishermen. That said, the images 
convey so much detail that fly tyers will undoubtedly find 
a wealth of ideas for new and improved patterns. 

The book is comprised of a short set of chapters covering the 
Introduction to the book and its portraits and is followed by 
character studies of fifty-three insects. The insects are grouped by 
their appearance in Spring, Summer, Autumn or Winter. The 
insects included are mostly those found east of the Mississippi 
river. However, you don't have to fish the waters where they are 
commonly found to be awestruck but their beauty. In a volume of 
absolutely stunning images there are some that stand out on even 
a higher plane. The portrait of the adult female Dobson Fly is a 
vivid example. Talk about your worst Mother-in-Law nightmare. 
The sequence of the stonefly emergence is exceedingly well 
done. The images of the Zebra Caddis and the Light Cahill are 
stunning. Without a doubt these are the finest images taken with 
insight previously unseen in this arena. The accompanying 
fishing images and text are also superb. The book's text is clean, 
direct, and well written by an author with something to say. The 
book layout, design, and publication are a credit to both the 
author's work and the Countryman Press. 

You will be awed by nature's attention to detail in even the most 
humble of creatures. For anyone with awareness beyond 
pavement and malls this book is an absolute must. �  

Innovative Flies and Techniques – By Al & Gretchen Beatty 
Frank Amato Publications, Inc., Portland, OR, 2005 
195 pages, softbound, illustrated, color, suggested price $35.00 

The authors present some of the work of forty-seven fly tiers that 
they found interesting. Probably the best part of the book are the 
forty-seven fly tier biographies which will help to preserve some 
of the history of current fly tying in the United States. There are a 
total of 116 patterns described and illustrated with color images 
of tying steps. 

However, this is not a book for beginners because many 
intermediate steps are missing. The text descriptions are 
reasonably well done for the most part. The photographs are 
average and unfortunately do not always very clearly illustrate 
involved tying steps. For the most part these are patterns that are 
great to watch someone else tie at a fly tying show, but not 
patterns most fly fishers will actually spend the time to tie and 
fish themselves. There are some interesting procedures to be 
gleaned if one is willing to sort through the book as there is no 
table of contents or index of the patterns included in the book. 
The lack of overall design and layout is very unusual and 
surprising for a publication from Amato Publishers. Overall, this 
is a book may be easily done without. �  
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Dry Side Outing 2007 

 
Dan O’Brien at Dry Falls 
 

 
Chuck Pfiel at Dry Falls 
 

 
Heather Herring netting a trout at Blue Lake 

 

 
2007 Officers, Directors & Committee Chairman 

 
President,  Randy  Allen (360)866-4862 

randyandcarol@earthlink.net 
 

1st VP & Membership, Chuck Pfeil (360)481-5005 
chuckpfeil@comcast.net 

 
2nd VP & Programs, Gary Kellogg (360)754-4429 

gkellogg_44@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer, Randy Woodson (360)446-6016 
randy.woodson@gmail.com 

 
Secretary,  

 
Ghillie & Past President, Joe Uhlman (360)754-6255 

joeuhlman@comcast.net 
 

Political & Conservation, Myron Saikewicz (360)866-1567 
myreneoneld@comcast.net 

 
Education, Mel Hurd (360)709-0395 

mhurd@esd.wa.gov 
 

Newsletter & Website, Dave Millard (360)570-8553 
mill14322@aol.com 

 
Member at Large, Denny Lewis (360)491-5815 

rwsp118@wildblue.net  
 

Outings, Dan O’Brien (360)870-0539 
airbornedan1@yahoo 

 
General Meetings 
When --- The third Tuesday of every Month except   
December. 
Where --- American Legion Hall (Salmon Club)   
3201 Boston Harbor Road NE  
Time ----- 6:15 PM Doors open, 

  6:30 P.M. Social Time  
                7:00 – 9:00 P.M. Meeting and Program 
 
Board Meetings are held the first Tuesday of every other month 

Apollo’s Pizza & Pasta 
2010 Harrison Avenue NW 

Olympia, WA 
(Phone 754-7444) 6:00PM. 

Our next board meeting is Tuesday, August 7th. Every one is 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 
 
 

 


