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This monthÕs Program

Doug Rose is a full time outdoor writer and fly fishing 
guide based on the Olympia Peninsula. He is the author of:

The Color of Winter--Steelhead Fly Fishing on the 
Olympic Peninsula

Fly Fishing the Olympic Peninsula

Fly-Fishing Guide to the Olympic Peninsula, Revised 
Edition

Washington River Maps

His articles have appeared in Fly Fisherman, American 
Angler, Flyfishing and Tying Journal, and Northwest Fly 
Fishing. He specializes in steelhead and cutthroat on West 
End rivers and saltwater cutthroat near Port Townsend.

LeaderÕs Line

For those who didnÕt make last monthÕs meeting, you 
missed a great presentation by Gary Loomis. For those 
who are interested in improving our fishing for generations 
to come, I recommend you check out Northwest Coastal 
Conservation Association (www.CCAPNW.org). Gary and 
his friends are going to be a force to reckon with and I 
would encourage all of you to get involved. Again, thank 
you to all who made the meeting and signed up to be a 
member of CCA.

It seems to be the time for thank you. IÕve known Dick 
Nye for the last eight years, who I meet him taking his 
fourth or fifth year of beginning fly tying class from Janet 
Schrimpf. We both ended up taking this same beginning 
class for another three years. The one dream Dick shared 
with me was his desire to start a kids fishing clinic. As a 

retired teacher he knew what he was getting into, just how 
to accomplish this task was the learning curve. This past 
Sunday, June 22nd, I was fortunate to talk to his third year 
group and what a success! Dick and his friends who put on 
the Lacey Kids Fly Fishing Clinic had a full house. The 
only unfortunate thing about this yearÕs clinic was there 
were so many applicants; a selective process had to be 
used to qualify participants. I want to thank all the SSFF 
members who helped Dick, and the FFF who help sponsor 
the clinic. Dick had a very successful clinic and without 
the support of local businesses and the manpower of 
volunteers, this event could have never gotten off the 
ground. Thank you very much Dick and may you continue 
to dream big.

This month or next will be a downer for me and I think 
more so for SSFF. Long time member John Woods is 
taking a job in Ellensburg.  I know we are not losing a 
member, because he will always be a member of SSFF. He 
will now be a SSFF member who lives closer to the 
Yakima River than the rest of us. Anyway, I want to take 

South Sound Fly Fishers Newsletter

Volume 08, Issue 7   South Sound Fly Fishers         July 2008

Garden Hackle
The Next Meeting is

Tuesday July 15, 2008
6:15 PM Ð 9:00 PM

Speaker Doug Rose

Cutthroat Fishing  

North Olympia Fire Station
5046 Boston Harbor Road NE
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advantage of this space to give a big thank you to John 
Woods. He has been a member of SSFF for many, many 
years Ð IÕm not sure when John joined, but I think it was 
the late 70Õs or early 80Õs. In the past month IÕve taken the 
time to ask John if he had some old records or 
memorabilia from his early years and was I surprised. John 
has old Garden Hackles form way back. In fact John took 
the time, some time back to do a little historical look back 
into the clubs activities. 

John was President of SSFF in 1983 and 84 and again in 
1986. In 1990 John was President of Washington Sub-
council FFF. If you get the chance to visit our FFF 
headquarters in Livingston, Mt, I would like you to see 
where your SSFF club is recognized as 1990 McKenzie 
Cup winners. Yes, there on the resident McKenzie Cup is 
the inscription Ò1990 South Sound Fly Fishers Ð 
WashingtonÓ. The FFF McKenzie Cup is a rotating award, 
given annually to that FFF Club which has made the most 
outstanding contribution in behalf of the FFF. There are a 
number of qualifications for a club to be eligible for this 
award, but most important is to have someone nominate 
your club and this is what John did back in 1990.

John did an extensive look into the past activities that set 
SSFF above and beyond those other fly fishing clubs. Just 
some of those activities the SSFF members did back then 
were: In the mid 70s, SSFF found its conservation roots at 
Prices Lake. For over ten years, the club was active in the 
clean up and the help in developing spawning beds at 
Prices Lake. Even today our club members and all fishers 
enjoy their fruits of labor. Before the big blow of St 
Helens, SSFF was an active participant in getting pumping 
equipment at the Green River Hatchery. SSFF members 
have been particularly active in the searun cutthroat 
development. Including work in the Black River, local 
creel census for the WDW, the Ashley Creek Hatchery and 
many more activities that benefited this great local 
cutthroat fishery. In reading JohnÕs five page application I 
was very impressed with the deep roots our club has in 
conservation activities.

IÕve attached a picture taken of a number of past Presidents 
attending their annual banquet and John showing the clubs 
McKenzie Cup Award. In the picture from left to right: 
Rick Carroll, Dan Sevcik, Bill Travis, John Conklin, John 
Woods, Jim Voss, Mel Hurd and Gary Benson. They and 
every member of SSFF need to be thanked for earning this 
well deserved recognition.
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We have a lot to be proud of as SSFF members and we will 
continue to work hard at keeping this fine reputation as a 
club steeped deep in conservation and legislative activists.  
gin.

Upcoming Programs
by Denny Lewis

Jul Doug Rose; Cutthroat fishing 

Aug Annual Picnic

Gentleman, We are planning on a regular monthly 
meeting on Aug. 19th at the Fire Hall. The 
Program will be a "Tie In". We would like each 
participant to tie 3 of the club fly the "Mickey 
Finn" for Chuck to use for new members when 
they sign up. This would also be an opportunity to 
assist new tiers with some pointers on the art of 
tying.

Sat. the 23rd we will hold our annual picnic at 
Scott Lake. I will be sending a followup e-mail 
asking each of you to conduct a ring down for a 
head count and to ask those that will be attending 
to bring a dish or snack. Main dish will be provided 
by the club.

What I need from each of you is confirmation of 
your attendance so that I can break down the 
phone list for each of you. I am on!vacation for the 
remainder of the month mostly on the Oregon 
coast ( family reunion and fishing) and can be 
contacted by phone at 360 791 2620 or e-mail at 
this address ( rvrfshr@gmail.com )

Thanks   Denny

Sep Chester Allen; Yakima River fishing

Oct Banquet

Nov Steve Buckner; FF the Cowlitz

Dec No meeting

Outings
by Jim McAllister

July 12 Tilton River

Meet Jim McAllister at the Pilot Truck Stop on 
93rd Ave south of Tumwater off of I5 at 8 AM. For 
more information call Jim McAllister.

July 26 Walupt Lake

Aug 9  Leech Lake

Aug 23  Tilton River

Conservation
By Ronald Smorynski

Our fund raiser banquet will be October 18th at the Elks 
Hall. Start thinking about what you can donate for the 
auction.

The Conservation/Auction Committee will have a meeting 
on July 16th at my home to work on plans for the banquet. 
All members are welcome to attend. Contact me if you 
wish to attend.At our June meeting we made the Hood 
Canal Salmon Enhancement Group Derelict Gear Removal 
Program our poster project. We think ghost net removal is 
vary inportent to salmon and steelhead recovery. Below is 
an article published by KOMO TV.com

Divers fish for deepwater dangers 

Story Published: May 7,2008 KOMO TV.com 

SEATTLE -- A cleanup effort is under way to get rid of 
forgotten dangers lurking deep in the mud of the Puget 
Sound. 

Lost or abandoned crab pots and fishing nets continue to 
catch and kill sea life and, at times, even tangle up divers. 

But at least one group has not forgotten about these 
deepwater dangers. Northwest Straits Initiative fishes for 
abandoned and forgotten crab pots that have not stopped 
fishing. On Wednesday divers found a pot full of crabs. 

"Mostly alive. Yeah, they're all alive," said Kyle Antonelis 
with the marine conservation group. 

But it's a slow death behind the bars of the crab pot. 
Trapped crabs rot, are cannibalized or are eaten by other 
sea life like the star fish. 

Since 2002, divers have pulled 20,000 dead fish, birds and 
even seals from abandoned nets and traps. 

Just a few months ago, a scuba diver got snagged by a 
ghost net in the San Juans. Many pots use a legal rot cord 
that eventually creates an escape for crabs. But the one 
divers found on Wednesday did not. 

"This was definitely done illegally. So yeah, it's 
maddening. There's regulation for a reason. This is an 
important resource," said Antonelis. 
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By the week's end, the crew hopes to have 166 crab pots 
off the ocean floor. The group says that number makes up 
about 1 percent of the forgotten traps in the Puget Sound. 

Traps with ID tags are returned to owners. There is no 
penalty. The group wants to remove all abandoned traps in 
Puget Sound by 2012. 

The NW Straits Foundation recently completed a project  
to identify and rank priority areas for derelict gear removal 
throughout Puget Sound and to estimate the cost of 
removing most of that gear from high priority areas. 

High priority areas were identified in North Puget Sound 
and the San Juan archipelago. In those high priority areas, 
an estimated 2,855 derelict fishing nets remain to be 
removed. Of the known fishing grounds in these areas, 11 
% have been surveyed in the San Juan Islands and 18% 
have been surveyed in north Puget Sound. 

Further surveys would serve to refine the estimate of 
remaining derelict nets. There are an estimated 1,038 
derelict nets remaining in the lower priority areas of 
central and south Puget Sound and Hood Canal. 

Removal of the higher priority derelict nets would require 
an estimated 816 operation days (163 days per year over 
five years) and cost approximately $3.3 million. Removal 
of the lower priority derelict nets would require an 
estimated 297 additional operation days and cost 
approximately $1.2 million. 

The NW Straits Foundation is implementing two research 
projects to determine the long-term impact of derelict nets 
and derelict crab pots on priority marine species in Puget 
Sound. 

The net research project involves SCUBA divers 
monitoring four derelict nets over approximately a month 
to determine the rate at which captured animals recycle 
through the nets. All carcasses and animals are tagged on 
each dive and left in place. On subsequent dives, tags are 
checked to see whether the animal or carcass is still 
evident and newly captured animals are documented. 
Preliminary results indicate that one net left derelict for 12 
years may have killed 5,000 animals, including 1,000 
birds. 

The derelict crab pot assessment project will commence in 
May of2008 and will involve deployment of 20 baited crab 
pots in Dungeness Bay. These pots will be left in place for 
a year and monitoring by SCUBA divers monthly to 
document catch rate for Dungeness crab. These research 
projects are being funded by grants from the National Fish 
and Wildlife and NOAA Marine Debris Prevention and 
Removal grant partnership. 

It is not currently possible to accurately estimate the 
magnitude of the derelict fishing gear problem in 
Washington State because less than 5% of the fishing 
grounds have been adequately surveyed, although derelict 
fishing gear appears to be having a significant impact to 
marine life and marine habitats. For example, the 
Commission identified 26 derelict gillnets in three days of 
surveys using one diver in northern Puget Sound. The 
diver estimated he covered less than 112 of 1 % of the 
known gillnet fishing grounds in northern Puget Sound 
during the three day survey. During removal operations 
near Lopez Island, divers found a total of 41 nets in a one 
nautical mile area covering approximately 9 acres of 
seabed. Over 900 derelict crab pots were observed with 
side-scan sonar during 5 days of surveying in northern 
Puget Sound. Two divers recovered 292 crab pots in five 
days in Hale's Passage alone. Many of these pots were still 
actively fishing; even those equipped with rot cord. 

To date, surveys have revealed more than 4,563 derelict 
gear targets in Puget Sound, consisting of 4,411 pots and 
178 nets. Many hundreds more nets have been reported by 
fishermen and recreational divers or have been 
encountered during removal operations. 

Upcoming Stream Team Events

By Ann Marie Finan

Two upcoming Stream Team volunteer opportunities: 

Stream Bug Monitoring Training (new training date added) 
& Woodard Creek "Weed & Feed"

1. Stream Bug Monitoring Training 
Tuesday, July 8 OR
Thursday, July 17 (new date!)

Both from 6:30pm - 9pm (Registration required)

If you are interested in learning more about our "Stream 
Bug" monitoring program or would like to volunteer, you 
are invited to attend one of our upcoming training sessions. 
During the training we will discuss why and how "stream 
bugs" are used to help monitor the biological health of 
streams. 

We will also discuss the monitoring protocol used to gather 
the samples and, at the end, volunteers can sign up to 
monitor one or more streams.

The actual monitoring takes place on weekdays or 
weekends in July and August. The training dates are below 
(you need only attend one of the trainings.) 
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If you have monitored in the past, it is not necessary to 
attend a training...but a refresher may be helpful. If you 
have attended a training in the past and would simply like 
to sign up to monitor a site(s), please contact Ann Marie @ 
360-357-2491 or by e-mail at: finanam@co.thurston.wa.us 

What: Macro Monitoring Training

When: Tuesday, July 8, 6:30 pm - 9 pm
 OR
 Thursday, July 17, 6:30 pm - 9 pm
Where: Thurston County Roads Bldg, Conference Room 
A/B (2nd Floor)

Contact: To register and get directions, contact Ann Marie 
at (360) 357-2491 or finanam@co.thurston.wa.us 

2. Woodard Creek "Weed & Feed"

Come lend a helping hand as we give the newly planted 
seedlings at Woodard Creek some TLC. After we weed and 
mulch, we'll enjoy pizza and refreshments!

When: Tuesday, July 15, 6pm - 8 pm
Where: Woodard Creek, 2935 Cliffs Ln NE (off of South 
Bay Rd.)

Contact: To register or for more info call Ann Marie @ 
357-2491 or e-mail:  finanam@co.thurston.wa.us 

Directions: From downtown Olympia: 

Take 4th Ave. headed toward Lacey 
Turn left onto Chambers St. (4 blocks past Ralph's 
Thriftway, near the U-Haul center)
Turn right onto South Bay Rd.
Follow South Bay Rd. past Skateland and 26th Ave
Turn left onto 28th Ln. NE (look for the Stream Team A-
board and a large ranch-style sign that says "Woodard 
Place"). Turn right at the first street onto Cliffs Ln. Follow 
the lane to the left and down the hill. Park in the gravel 
area off to the left by the white van.

From Lacey:  Take South Bay Rd. headed SW toward 
Olympia Continue past 33rd Ln and 29th Ave.
Turn right onto 28th Ln. NE (look for the Stream Team A-
board and a large ranch-style sign that says "Woodard 
Place"). Turn right at the first street onto Cliffs Ln. Follow 
the lane to the left and down the hill. Park in the gravel 
area off to the left by the white van.

Ann Marie Finan
Education and Outreach Specialist 
Stream Team Coordinator
Thurston County-Water & Waste Mangagement Water 
Resources Division
360-357-2491
finanam@co.thurston.wa.us

FFF Conclave Ð Whitefish, Montana
by Mike Clancy, Secretary, WSCFFF

The 2008 International Fly Fishing Show and 
Conclave is scheduled for July 22-26 in Whitefish, 
Mt. The 1st two days are used for scheduled 

meetings with the main activities starting on July 
24-26th. Whitefish is a beautiful small city in NW 
Montana on the shores of Whitefish Lake.  Most of 
the events will be conducted at the high school in 
town with dinners and award ceremonies held at 
The Lodge at Whitefish Lake. 

The fishing opportunities are excellent and varied.  
Fly tyers from around the world will demonstrate 
their art of tying along with some of the best 
casting instructors. To learn more about the 
Conclave, go to www.federationconclave.org/ . This 
will be a wonderful opportunity to get up close and 
personal to some very talented people in the fly 
fishing community.

FFF Launches Fly Tying Group

The FFF has created an organization within the 
FFF that is composed of flytiers. Their goal is to 
improved fly tying within the FFF. The group 
wants to promote tying at the national Conclave; 
tying at international, council and club levels; the 
Tier as Teacher Initiative; fly plate framing and 
archiving future collections of donated flies. There 
is no intention of creating a Certified Fly Tyer 
program. A Board of Governors was appointed at 
the 2007 Conclave. Each Council was contacted 
and asked to appoint a member of their council to 
the BOG. The WSCFFF representatives are Bob 
Bates and Vern Jeremica. To learn more about the 
tying group, please go to www.davidlnelson,md/
FFF_FlyTyingGoup .

What is CCA and what do they do?
By Don Freeman

First off, on the behalf of the Capitol City Chapter 
of CCA Pacific North West let me thank you for 
hosting our Chairman, Gary Loomis, and for your 
enthusiastic reception. Nine SSFF members joined 
CCA as new members, joining a significant group 
of us who were already active in both 
organizations.
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Gary does an inspiring and tireless job of 
illustrating the dire state of our anadromous runs, 
and the role that non-selective over harvesting 
plays in the decline. The reversal of this fiasco is 
the primary goal of CCA, in concert with a number 
of existing local organizations which have been 
pursuing the same end for years. The major 
difference in this group is the methods that have 
been developed over thirty years of comparable 
disputes on both eastern coasts. I will briefly 
outline what sort of activity you can expect, and 
share the official position papers recently issued by 
the state board of Washington. I encourage you to 
visit the national and regional websites, 
ccapnw.org, and cca.org. for details such as gill net 
bans, dam removal, and rebounding of threatened 
stocks, as well as fundamental CCA missions and 
objectives.

So, what is CCA? What do they do if itÕs not a 
fishing club? CCA is a non-profit marine 
conservation organization comprised of 17 state 
chapters. CCAÕs presence in the federal court 
system has been critical in conserving fisheries 
through its legal defense fund. The legal, scientific 
and legislative initiatives provide an organized 
professional effort supported by broad voter 
support and experienced lobbyists.

These goals are pursued through several fronts; 
primarily membership, which is crucial. Since this 
is a volunteer effort, dedicated individuals provide 
the labor and initiative, but also reflect political 
clout. CCA pnw now has over 7,000 members, 
which the state government regards as 17,500 
likely votes. One hundred and thirty three votes 
determined the last gubernatorial election, so they 
know weÕre significant.

Fundraising is a cornerstone as well.  Commercial 
fishing groups invest heavily in lobbyists, and 
lawyers, so have held tremendous sway over the 
legislature and the overlapping state agencies, 
particularly the WDFW. To succeed, we must do 
the same. We canÕt sell fish to fund our coffers, so 
must fund the effort from our own community 
pockets. Since itÕs the grass roots effort that has 
built CCA success, this aspect receives a great deal 
of effort, and consistently broad support from the 
community. Washington and Oregon chapters have 
raised over $300,000 in this first year, which stays 
here to fund our recovery efforts.

And what will these efforts consist of? CCA pnw 
has issued the following six position papers.  
Detailed versions will be emailed shortly to all 
local and chapter members, but to date, these are 
the issues for which an official position has been 
drafted:

CCAPNW Positions

(Washington Chapter)

1. Promote Selective fishing for both recreational and 
commercial fishing.

2. Washington CCA supports developing a 
comprehensive program designed to remove 
abandoned fishing gear including gill nets and crab 
pots.

3. Washington CCA urges the federal government to 
fulfill its Mitchell Act commitments to hatchery 
funding and reform.

4. CCA Washington supports systematic and vigilant 
programs of professional catch monitoring and 
evaluation to minimize impacts to depleted and 
ESA listed stocks.

5. Washington CCA believes that harvest management 
errors, if they are to occur, should favor 
conservation. Furthermore, since the fisheries 
resources of Washington are the property of present 
and future generations, harvestable surpluses 
should be distributed in a manner that maximizes 
conservation and the economic benefits to all 
citizens of the state.

6. Independent scientific reviews have recognized the 
positive ecological benefit to natural salmon stocks 
from the distribution of salmon carcasses and have 
recommended steps to reduce any possible negative 
impacts to salmon stocks. Washington CCA 
supports these findings and recommendations.

In closing, let me say I personally find it difficult to 
fault these positions and I support them both 
individually and officially as a member of our local 
CCA chapter. I will continue to be an avid member 
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of South Sound Fly Fishers, where I go to socialize 
and share my love of fish and fishing. I hope to 
meet more of you all, and hopefully to fling some 
string with some of you. I donÕt have quite as much 
time for it now though, because I feel I have to give 
my best effort to keep one more awe inspiring 
natural wonder from being squandered for fleeting 
profit by a small group. We welcome your 
recognition and support.

Our next meeting is :

7:00 pm August 4
Lacey Fire Department
1231 Franz St 
Lacey, WA

Don Freeman
President
Capitol City Chapter
CCA Pacific North West

Federation of Fly Fishers
Conservation Update

June 2008

Announcements:

Here is the line up for the Fish Forum (July 23 at 1pm, 
Whitefish High School) at Conclave this summer:

¥100 Years of Fisheries Conservation in Montana Ð 
Gordon Sullivan, author

¥Bull Trout Ð Past, Present and Future Ð Wade 
Fredenberg, US Fish and Wildlife Service

¥Fly Fishers as Stream Savers Ð Tim Guilfoile, Sierra 
Club

¥Reform of the 1872 Hard Rock Mining Law Ð Land 
Tawney, National Wildlife Federation

Award winning short film, Red Gold by Felt Soul Media 
on proposed pebble mine in Bristol Bay Alaska and the 
incredible salmon that are threatened 
Hope to see you there!

¥Volunteer Fly Fishing in Yellowstone Ð If you are 
headed to Yellowstone National Park this summer you 
can help the Park staff gather important science 
information about their fish by using your fly fishing 
skills. Volunteer anglers help fill a much needed gap in 
information collected about the native fish of the Park. If 
you want to learn more about the program or volunteer 
visit www.nps.go/yell/naturescience/vol_fishing.htm or 
email tim_bywater@nps.gov

¥The FFF wants to know what activities are happening in 
your Club or Council.  You are encouraged to relay 
conservation related projects and images to the 

Conservation Coordinator.  Why?  Because the collective 
work of your grassroots project is the essence of our 
organization. Tangible information helps both of us tell a 
story about the good work we accomplish, and can help 
when applying for grants. 

Positions & Letters:

An important part of conservation work within the FFF is 
providing a voice for fisheries and anglers across the 
nation.  By communicating with legislators, agency 
leaders and other conservation organizations, we create a 
working relationship that helps protect fisheries. Below are 
letters we sent to define our position and protect the 
fisheries and habitats.

¥Letter to Lancaster County Manager, Colorado regarding 
the Action Plan for the Big Thompson Surplus Properties 
strongly urging County Commissioners and other 
government entities do everything practical to maintain 
these public access areas under their control.  The value 
of public areas and public access to those areas is very 
important as the population of Colorado grows.

¥Staff Activities and Program Updates:

Gregg Whitley of Ripon, CA successfully completed the 
requirement of the Cuttcatch program. Project Cuttcatch 
encourages fly fishers to document memories of the 
cutthroat trout subspecies they have caught and released, 
like a bird enthusiast recording sightings of a rare bird. 
Members of FFF who successfully catch four subspecies 
of cutthroat trout are eligible for the Cuttcatch Award. 
Some of the subspecies occupy a very small range and 
they can only be found in small remote drainages Ð so 
tracking down these amazing fish is an adventure unto 
itself. The award is part of the Project Cuttcatch, a 
Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) program that promotes 
appreciation of our native fish species. Many of North 
AmericaÕs subspecies of cutthroat trout are facing 
pressures that may lead to their disappearance. Learning 
to value these fish in their native ranges is a critical first 
step towards conservation and recovery. Information 
about the program requirements can be found on the FFF 
website. 
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¥The first week of June is National Fishing and Boating 
week which means that nationwide organizations help 
introduce new people to the thrill of fishing and boating.  
For the last handful of years, the Conservation 
Coordinator has traveled to Washington, DC to 
participate in the Marine Fish Conservation Network 
annual meeting. This meeting allows the coordinator to 
work with leading marine conservation groups, learn 
about current marine fisheries issues and visit with 
congressional staff to discuss the importance of 
protecting our marine fisheries. If you want to learn more 
about the Marine Fish Conservation Network and the 
work they do, visit www.conservefish.org

¥In early June, the FFF and the Coconino National Forest 
Service met to discuss the progress of the Gila Trout 
recovery efforts on the West Fork of Oak Creek, Arizona.  
The next phase of the project is securing a crew to 
complete the National Environmental Policy Act required 
documents. Progress has been slow, but still moving in 
the right direction. 

¥Mangrove Work day Ð  On June 18th, volunteers from the 
FFF and J.N. Ding Darling National Wildlife Refuge 
(NWR) in Florida removed exotic plants and replaced 
them with native plants, including mangroves (as shown 
in image above).  The work took place at J. N. Ding 
Darling NWR and focused on a lagoon area adjacent to 
the main driving route through the refuge.  This work day 
is part of a larger partnership, the Mangrove Recovery 
Initiative, between the FFF and the refuge.  

¥On June 27th at the Western Rocky Mountain Council 
Expo, the Conservation Coordinator presented a talk on 
catch and release fishing, including the management 
reasons, proper techniques, history and ethics.

¥Guadalupe bass restoration update Ð For the past several 
years the FFF has supported an effort to bring native fish 
back to the waters of the Texas Hill Country. The Hill 
Country Fly Fishers together with Texas Parks and 
Wildlife and the Upper Guadalupe River Authority raised 
and stocked 196,000 fish that were placed in rivers 
between May-June 2008 throughout the Hill Country of 
TX. Next season, there will be genetic testing to 
determine success of stocking. The goal in the coming 
year is to raise even more Guadalupe bass - 250,000 - for 
stocking next year.

¥Boat Blue Update - Did you know that a recent court 
ruling about pollution being dumped from commercial 
ship ballast water will also require all recreational boats 
to get permits by September, 2008Ñdespite the fact that 
99% of recreational boats do not have ballast tanks? 
Fortunately, there is simple, commonsense legislation in 
Congress that would solve this problem for recreational 
boaters. Senators Barbara Boxer (D-California) and Bill 
Nelson (D-Florida) and Representatives Steve LaTourette 
(R-Ohio) and Candice Miller (R-Michigan) have 
introduced the ÒClean Boating Act of 2008.Ó The Clean 
Boating Act permanently and fully restores the regulation 
that has existed for 35 years distinguishing between 
recreational boats and land-based industrial facilities and 
ocean-going commercial ships, cruise ships and 
supertankers, preventing EPA's new regulation on boaters 
while also protecting the environment. 
The FFF has been part of a coalition working to pass the 
Clean Boating Act.  If you would like to learn more 
about this important issue visit www.boatblue.org

¥Participated in numerous conference calls as part of the 
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership Fish, 
Wildlife and Energy working group for Energy Issues 
and Endangered Species Coalition steering committee. 

More information on any subject can be obtained by 
contacting Leah Elwell Conservation Coordinator 
406-222-9369 ext 102 or conserve@fedflyfishers.org
Please inform Leah of any errors in this report.
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