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Leader’s Line - Randy Allen June 2007   
I don’t know who was more excited that day – me or them. 
But there they were all 24 of them, 48 young eyes staring 
forward wondering what pearl I would leave them. Yes the 
Northwest Youth Conservation Fly Fishing Academy has 
come and gone, and has left a lasting impression on the 
lives of the 24 youngsters attending. For me, it was like the 
first day of camp all over again. The up-front talks to get 
things kicked off and rolling. Duffle bags piled in the back 
of the assembly hall. Kids getting to know each other, 
wondering what excitement this camp session would hold? 
Except none of the duffle bags was mine. Dick Nye, our 
long-time member and organizer of the FF Academy asked 
me for a few opening words on behalf of the SSFF. 
SSFF sponsored two youngsters and provided several 
instructors. Recognition needs to go out to several of our 
members – Dick Nye, key organizer of the camp. If you 
only knew the behind the scenes story unfolding; it was 
touch-and-go. Somewhere less than the maximum of 24 
kids is the minimum number below which it’s just not 
feasible to run the camp. Incredibly, just when Dick 
thought he had the minimum number, he didn’t – camp 
was off again. Get more kids, or the camp won’t happen. 
You mean somewhere in the state of Washington we can’t 
find 24 kids who want to spend a week having the times of 
their lives learning to fly-fish from a veritable “who’s 
who?” of quality staff? Dick spread the word that we were 
short some kids. Other organizations stepped up and 
sponsored kids as the SSFF did and the Fly Fishing 
Academy was a “go!”  
Our instructors who donated significant time include Jim 
Brosio, Tom Case, Randy Frisvold, George Grinstine, Rick 
Hirschberg, Mel Hurd, Dave Millard, Dave Mongovin, 
Dan O’Brien, Kevin Ryan, Ron Smorynski, and John 
Woods. Al Harger personally sponsors a third kid on his 
own. That’s a significant donation, Al. 
The welcoming package of ….stuff…on the tables 
awaiting each kid was impressive. Fly-fishing vests, 
binders jammed with instruction materials, hats, 
pamphlets, handouts. Running around getting the printing 
done, donations secured, instruction staff scheduled and 
confirmed…this camp is a huge undertaking.  
By all measures the camp was a great success. Up at 5:00 
AM to catch the first light, and not going to bed until 9:30 
or 10:00 after the last twilight’s evening hatch. If they 
weren’t tying flies, they were in classes ranging from 
conservation and streamside management to you-name-it. 
(Oh – don’t forget these kids require three square meals, 
yes, each day).  They casted, they tied, they mended, they 

caught, they released and they were pooped by the end of the 
week. They got what they came for, and more. I had the pleasure 
to fish the Deschutes with some of the kids one evening. 
Everything Chester Allen wrote about when he took the kids 
fishing was true. It was gratifying how well mannered, polite, 
enthusiastic, respectful, and receptive they were. They were a fine 
reflection of the camp’s principles to help each other and learn 
from one another.  
Dick Nye and our others mentioned supporting this very 
worthwhile cause – a huge thank you. Your work is greatly 
appreciated and very worthwhile. 
Elsewhere in the instruction world Mel Hurd (with hardly a 
breather after camp) kicked off the fly-casting class assisted by 
Dave Millard, Jim Voss, John Woods, and yours truly. Eager 
students assembled for Mel’s words of wisdom on a beautiful 
July 5 evening at lower Tumwater Falls park. As usual, students 
found muscles they didn’t know existed, and will come to learn, 
won’t be required to cast. By the end of the first night each 
student demonstrated marked improvement thanks to personal 
instruction by each of our members. Mel and the rest of you guys 
– thanks very much. More work, more great results.  
And it’s only July. Till next time – narrow loops and tight lines !�  
 
 

Yakima River Fall/Winter Hatches 
Midges-November thru May  
Blue Wing Olives-Oct & Nov then February +  
Little Brown Stone, Winter Stone-January & Feb  
Spring Stone, Skwala– February thru April  
March Brown– March thru May  
October Caddis-October & November  
Summer Fall Cahill -October & Nov  
Mahogany Dun-October & November  �  
 

 

The Next Meeting is 
Tuesday,  July 17,  2007 

6:15 PM – 9:00 PM 
Location 

American Legion Hall (Salmon Club) 
3201 Boston Harbor Road NE  

Our speaker will be Chester Allen. Chester's program will be on 
our local cutthroat fishery. This will be a great program as we 
have all followed Chester's prowess for the saltwater cutthroat via 
The Daily Olympian. ����  
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July Conservation Report 
By 

Myron Saikewicz 
·  Banquet/Auction 

 
At the beginning of this summer, work was 
progressing nicely on the fall 2007 club 
banquet/auction. A banquet/auction committee 
was formed, a committee chair secured and 
options for a new venue and date identified. Since 
then, much has changed. The committee chair 
experienced some major health issues and was 
forced to resign.  
Without a chair to oversee planning and 
execution, the certainty of a successful fall 
banquet/auction became doubtful. The 
Conservation and Banquet/Auction committees 
met separately to discuss options and the 
consensus of both committees was to recommend 
to the Board that the fall 2007 banquet/auction be  
postponed to the spring of 2008. This would give 
members more time to better organize and plan 
the event. In the meantime, a club banquet to 
bring members together and celebrate our 
accomplishments could still be held this fall.  
The Board accepted the above recommendations. 
Plans are now underway for a club banquet 
tentatively scheduled for November 7th at the 
American Legion Hall. Club members interested 
in helping organize the banquet can contact either 
President Randy Allen or me. Banquet progress 
updates will appear on our club web site and will 
also be made at our membership meetings. In the 
meantime, volunteers for the 2008 spring auction 
are still needed, especially to chair the committee. 
If interested, please contact me at (360) 866-
1567.�  
 

Upcoming Programs 
by Gary Kellogg 

We have a good line up for programs to start the New Year 
off. However, I still need your help in finding a few more 
programs to finish the year - please give me your ideas. 
   
August will be our annual picnic. Save this date on your 
calendar, Tuesday, August 21st for a great family 
barbeque. We will again have a special "what floats" see 
and tell. 
 
September we are having back by popular demand Doug 
Rose. Doug will be talking about fishing the rivers around 
Port Angeles area. Doug's program last year was one of the 
most entertaining and informational and this year will be 
no less.  
 
October, we will have Chester Allen back to give us a 
program on fishing Yellowstone. This is another favorite 
fishing area that Chester keeps telling us about in is Friday 
Daily Olympia articles. �  
 

Outings 
by Dan O'Brian 

 
On the Wednesday prior to the outing there will be a 6:30 
PM meeting for the participants at Fishy Business. 
   
August 18;  Coldwater Lake. 
  
October 6/7; Yakima River 
 
September/November; Open for ideas �  
 

OUTREACH  
by 

Joe Uhlman 
Three weeks ago the Fly Fishing World lost one of it's 
"GOOD GUYS". Tom White passed away from cancer. I'm 
sure many of you remember Tom from his casting 
demonstrations at our club meetings when we met at the Fair 
Grounds. TOM WILL BE MISSED. 
 
On a brighter note Doug Rose's web sight is up and running. 
If you want to know about Steelhead and Cutthroat on the 
Olympic Peninsula go to Google andtype in " Doug Rose Fly 
Fishing" . You can sign up for his news letter andfind out 
what's going on the West End. It is a great sight with a lot of 
good information. �  
 
Fishing Alone 
Submitted by Daryl Crowley – West Michigan Hacklers 
 
I like fishing alone but it seems I work hard at trying to avoid 
it.  I call all my fishing buddies and make considerable effort 
at trying to locate a fishing partner for the day’s outing.  
Having a fishing companion certainly has advantages, like 
conversation in the car to and from the river or sharing coffee 
on the bank, while relaying the hard won information on 
“what the fish are biting on today” are certainly hallmarks of 
trout fishing pleasures.   There is safety in numbers too and 
as we get older that begins to take on a real importance.  And 
who can deny that it’s always cool to hold up a nice trout for 
someone to see.  But occasionally you find that everyone else 
is either busy or lacking in the political capital department 
with their spouse, and despite all your phone calls and 
pleading, its apparent that today you fish alone, or not all.  
No problem, fishing alone has its advantages too. 
 
We seem more prone to engage in research and development 
when we are alone.  Maybe we’re more comfortable then 
because no one can see us fail.  You can try that latest 
outrageous fly pattern before you put your reputation on the 
line in front of a witness.  Sometimes you are willing to try 
new places and you are assured that if they turn out to be 
major flops, you can cover up the fact that you were stupid 
enough to go there, and if they turn out to be really good 
spots, you can cover up the fact that you were ever there at 
all, at least for awhile. 
 
When you fish alone you can arrive at the river or leave 
whenever you want.  You can take a break when you want.  
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first place.  I like not having to make all the decisions and when 
something goes wrong, you have someone to share the blame 
with.  But mostly, fly-fishing is a sport that begs to be shared, 
and it’s more fun to hold up a nice fish for someone else to 
admire or to admire someone else’s fish, than it is to release it 
to total obscurity.  There is a magic in the sharing that goes 
beyond what can be delivered by a single pair of eyes.  And 
besides, it keeps us honest. �  
 
Random Thoughts From The Tying Bench - 26 
by C.W. “Don” Coleman – taken from the Tampa Bay Fly 
Fishing Club newsletter 
 
TREES AND STREAMERS — I can sit in my favorite chair 
and contemplate the red maple I transplanted from the woods 
nearly fifty years ago. Most of the trees in this rural area of 
upstate New York are deciduous trees and a very large percent 
of them are red maples. Their red buds color the mountain sides 
in late winter-during maple syrup time when snow still blankets 
the countryside. They are an early harbinger of the spring, a 
warning to start tying flies for trout season. Immediately to the 
north there is a white birch, and in my neighbor’s yard a well 
pruned, dense conifer. Sometimes I look at those three trees 
and wonder why my maple, and especially my birch, always 
appear “alive,” while my neighbor’s dense conifer looks like a 
plywood cutout without the essence of life. Why do some of 
our baitfish imitations appear alive in the water, even when at 
rest, while others look like taxidermic reproductions without 
the essence of life— movement within the fly itself, 
translucency, and parts that act in harmony with the medium in 
which they exist? 
 
My trees are not solid. The leaves and branches have space 
between them for air—the medium in which they exist—to 
flow among them, keeping them in constant movement even in 
a light breeze. My neighbor’s conifer does not appear to have 
any movement except during violent winds. For a streamer fly 
to exhibit that essential spark of life, space must be available 
between fibers and hair for water to move, helping to shape the 
fly and to move each individual part in harmony with the 
movement of the water—the medium in which they exist. 
 
My trees have surprisingly large openings for light to pass 
through. The light shining through the trees create contrasts 
which result in a three dimensional appearance. During the 
summer the shade of the individual leaves range from very dark 
to very light green, and they constantly change with the 
movement of the sun and the wind. When the sun is setting 
beyond the tree, the outboard leaves appear translucent. When 
a baitfish is held out of water its scales reflect only white light 
from the sky. Underwater they reflect not only the light shining 
on them but the color of their surroundings, making them 
appear translucent. They are constantly changing color as they 
move and the light changes. For a streamer fly to appear alive 
in the water, even when at rest, it must be sparse enough so that 
light can pass through the fly to create shading and contrast and 
dimensionality and the appearance of translucency. 
 
Only when these essentials which contribute to the illusion of 
life have been incorporated in a streamer fly should non-

You can go upstream or down or start one way and 
change your mind; nobody cares.  You can fish slower 
and more methodically when you are alone.  After all 
you’re not engaged in any real or perceived 
competition.  You can spend more time studying a run 
without the danger of your partner saying; “to heck 
with this” and making a gravy cast into the middle of 
the run and pulling out a 20-inch trout right from 
under your over-scrutinizing nose.  No, when you are 
alone you can savor the anticipation of each and every 
cast. 
 
 You can fish however you want; meticulously or 
sloppily, no one will comment.  You can take the time 
to tie on a new tippet every few minutes, or fish with 
the same ratty one all day.  If you loose a fish by being 
careless, you can just say you caught it and let it go, 
who’s going to know?  Stretching the truth to enhance 
the fishing alone experience may be acceptable, but 
outright lies never are, and you will be discovered 
eventually.  Fishing alone is not a license to 
compromise basic fly fishing principals.  But you can 
also be selective in what you tell; you may freely 
convey every nuance of the large trout you caught, but 
you can completely forget to mention that you fell in 
the river or broke your rod.  That’s not lying, that’s 
editing.  
 
Once many years ago while fishing alone I caught an 
exceptional brown trout.  Not a record fish, but real 
dandy, one of my best at that time.  As I let the fish 
slid back into the water I resolved at that moment to 
never tell anyone about that fish.  This would be my 
personal and secret trophy, one that would be made 
even greater by not telling anyone about it; or so I 
thought.  And for a while it was special.  I took more 
than a little pleasure and self-importance in being able 
to keep such a nice fish a secret.  But I wanted to share 
it with someone it the worst way.  For all the esoteric 
magic of my secret trophy it paled by comparison to 
the pleasure I would have had from telling all my 
friends about it.  And now I find, many years later, 
that I can’t remember much about catching that fish 
except that he was a dandy; the memory lost for lack 
of use.  Now it wouldn’t matter who I told as it is no 
longer important and it happened so far in the past that 
no one would give it a second thought or would just 
assume it was the deranged ranting of old man about 
“the good old days”.   In retrospect: I’m not sure that 
it’s wise to keep the catching of good fish to yourself.  
You should share the memories of those big fish you 
catch.  It makes them immortal, at least in your own 
mind. 
 
Fishing alone can be a lot fun and the prospect of 
fishing alone is certainly not something that should 
not put you off from enjoying a day on the river.   And 
while I enjoy fishing alone, I must confess that I 
would rather fish with one of my friends.  I enjoy their 
companionship, which is why we are friends in the 
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essential details, e.g. eyes, gills, and color even be 
considered. When any detail is added to a fly that already 
appears alive, a predator fish must make a decision 
whether to accept or reject that detail. Why force them to 
make a decision? When properly presented, a fish will 
simply accept your illusion as food, whether it’s being 
drifted in the current or slowly retrieved, as opposed to 
reacting to a “realistic” imitation being pulled in front of 
them like a spinning lure. �  
 
For The Gear Bag 
By Renee Menard - Taken from the Idaho Fly Casters 
Club, Inc. Newsletter  
 
Although the human body is good at replacing some 
damaged cells, the cells in the lens of the eye are never 
replaced. Damage from ultraviolet rays can build up over a 
lifetime and lead to cloudy areas on the lens of your eye 
called cataracts. It's hard to see through cataracts, and they 
often must be removed surgically. Macular degeneration, 
an eye condition resulting from damage to the retina, also 
may be accelerated by too much unfiltered sun blasting the 
retinas. 
 
Ultraviolet (UV) radiation consists of invisible rays from 
the sun. The three bands of UV light are: UVA, UVB and 
UVC. UVC rays are of little concern as they are absorbed 
by the upper atmosphere and do not reach the earth's 
surface. 
 
UVB rays are the ones that burn the skin and can damage 
the eyes. Combined with cold wind and snow, UVB has 
the potential to cause snow blindness (photokeratitis), a 
temporary (lasting 12 to 48 hours) but painful problem in 
the cornea of the eye. 
 
Sunglass standards for lenses place limits solely on UVB 
and UVA rays, but both the standards and labeling are 
voluntary, not mandatory. According to these standards, 
sunglasses must block at least 70% of UVB and at least 
60% of UVA. 
 
To best protect your eyes, look for sunglasses that provide 
at least 98% protection from both UVA and UVB rays. 
Some of the higher-priced products with polycarbonate, 
glass or plastic (CR-39) lenses can claim to block 100% of 
the UV rays. Most sunglasses, coated with UV blockers, 
block the ultraviolet B rays, but the cheaper ones may 
cheat a little on ultraviolet A. Examine the label. 
 
For years, boaters and fishermen have used polarized 
sunglasses to reduce glare from the water that they spend 
so much time on. The light particles called photons travel 
in a wave form. Light reflected from surfaces like a flat 
road or smooth water is generally horizontally polarized. 
Polarized sunglasses, which have a protective layer bonded 
on much like the tinted film put on car windshields, admit 
only vertical waves. Since most of the reflected waves are 
coming in horizontally, the horizontally polarized light is 
blocked by the vertically oriented polarizers in the lenses. 
The result is a reduction in annoying and sometimes 

dangerous glare. 
 
These sunglasses can be used for driving and in fact can reduce 
the glare that comes off a long, flat surface such as the hood of 
the car or the surface of a road. Polarized sunglasses can also 
be used indoors by light-sensitive people such as post-cataract 
surgery patients or by those exposed to bright light through 
windows. 
 
Polarized lenses may also react adversely with liquid crystal 
displays (LCDs) found on the dashboards of some cars or in 
other places such as the digital screens on automatic teller 
(bank) machines. The problem with LCDs is that when viewed 
through polarized lenses from a certain angle, they can be 
invisible. 
 
Polarized sunglasses can be found at fly shops, sporting goods 
stores, the Internet and shops that carry prescription eyeglasses. 
�  

For fly fishermen that would like to catch great trout and 
become better rounded in their chosen sport this DVD 
production is just the thing. In two hours of superb film and 
commentary you will learn how to fish a cast of wet flies in a 
manner practically unknown in North America. Davy Wotton a 
life-long wet fly fisherman from the UK will open your eyes to 
a method of  fishing for trout that is both easy to master and 
very successful. 

Wet Fly Ways with Davy Wotton 
Cascade Mediaworks, LLC, Portland, OR, 2005 
DVD, 120 mins., suggested price $34.95 
reviewed by Bruce E. Harang 
 
The DVD contains chapters on Wet Fly Assortment, Selection 
of a Cast of Flies, the Configuration of a Cast of Flies, and the 
Knots used to make up the leader and the Cast of Flies. It also 
has chapters on Upstream Presentation, Short Across Stream 
Presentation, Long Across Stream Presentation, Downstream 
Presentation, and Intermediate Line Presentation. 

With this information on how to create a successful cast of 
flies, and then how to present them to the trout, you will have a 
set of tools that will not only enhance your skills, but also put 
many smiles on your face as trout after trout come to your cast 
of flies. Because this method of fishing is enhanced with a long 
rod, one of 10 feet or more in length this should be a great 
method to use with a trout weight Spey rod of 12 to 14 feet. I 
for one can't wait to try it out on the rainbows of the Deschutes. 

The overall production is outstanding with great photography 
and sound, well scripted dialog, professional quality exposure, 
and good production. The Fly Fish TV folks definitely are 
professionals who know and love their work and it shows in 
every one of their productions. This is one great DVD to add to 
your library and one fun way to catch trout. �          
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We had a great outing at Leech Lake with eleven fishers 
staying up at the Olympia Ski Club Lodge for the 
weekend. The weather was a bit windy, but the fish were 
biting.  
  
Gary Kellogg 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Wednesday meeting of the crew. 

 
 
Burt Sarver and Wife 

 
The following pictures are from the on going Fly Casting class 
given by the club. 
First we have Mel Hurd our lead instructor. 
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2007 Officers, Directors & Committee Chairman 

 
President,  Randy  Allen (360)866-4862 

randyandcarol@earthlink.net 
 

1st VP & Membership, Chuck Pfeil (360)481-5005 
chuckpfeil@comcast.net 

 
2nd VP & Programs, Gary Kellogg (360)754-4429 

gkellogg_44@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer, Randy Woodson (360)446-6016 
randy.woodson@gmail.com 

 
Secretary,  

 
Ghillie & Past President, Joe Uhlman (360)754-6255 

joeuhlman@comcast.net 
 

Political & Conservation, Myron Saikewicz (360)866-1567 
myreneoneld@comcast.net 

 
Education, Mel Hurd (360)709-0395 

mhurd@esd.wa.gov 
 

Newsletter & Website, Dave Millard (360)570-8553 
mill14322@aol.com 

 
Member at Large, Denny Lewis (360)491-5815 

rwsp118@wildblue.net  
 

Outings, Dan O’Brien (360)870-0539 
airbornedan1@yahoo 

 
General Meetings 
When --- The third Tuesday of every Month except   
December. 
Where --- American Legion Hall (Salmon Club)   
3201 Boston Harbor Road NE  
Time ----- 6:15 PM Doors open, 

  6:30 P.M. Social Time  
                7:00 – 9:00 P.M. Meeting and Program 
 
Board Meetings are held the first Tuesday of every other month 

Apollo’s Pizza & Pasta (Phone 754-7444) 
2010 Harrison Avenue NW 

Olympia, WA 6:00PM. 
Our next board meeting is Tuesday, August 7th. Every one is 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 

 


