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Leader’s Line - Randy Allen August 2007

“What's a surveygot to do with it? (got to dooo, got
dooo with it?!?)” Did you know Tina Turner's hit 89
was actually rewritten? Surveys got plenty to dohwit
around SSFF. Last year, memdd@p chair Chuck Pfeil le
the members’ survey. The club’s top two educati
requests were fly-tying and fly-casting classes.

Each Thursday in July, Mel Hurd, assisted by C
Millard, Jim Voss, John Woods, and yours truly, diat
fly-casting and linemending skills to a small, but ve
appreciative class. Skill improvement was evid
Significant accomplishments were seen in all sttelexs
they were able to describe proper technique
demonstrate their newly acquired skills.

A casting class on thiawn is a great place to learn &
practice. However, nothing surpasses the enjoyraed
excitement of catching a fish in the water. Mellinied a
night on the Deschutes River to teach line manage
skills: mends on the water and in the air. Givexr#tio of
instructors to students, each person was able deive
significant one-orene coaching from the instructors. W
is usually a difficult situation a class full of students wi
widely varied experience levelswas handled adeptly t
the ability to match-théatch with each student’s speci
needs. Almost private lessons, if you will.

As with everything we're always striving for morggr
better. To cast a better presentation, to deal withew
variable of wind, to handle the bushes on our hzadts
or to make a difficult mend. We're always practigio gel
better. These students learned some great skilsaage
ready to get to the Carnegie Hall of fly-fishingheir first
steps? Practice, practice, and practice. Thanks, Dée,
Jim, and John ! Great class you guys put on!

The other survey request — a fly-tying classs -eurrently
under review and design. Educational committeerdtiel
Hurd is again at work drafting a schedule and @
outline to respond to our membership’s neatis. will be
polling the membership at the September meetiniintb
out what level students are interested in the class
Beginners uncertain of the difference between cupbind
voice-overs? Intermediates? Creative designers lookin
a new spin on matials and design? If you can't be at
next couple of meetings, please call in amaH us with
you preference for the instructional level you ne@éée
need your input.

We have the skills in the club to satisfy an instianal
staff without seeking # “prophet from afar.” Mel will bi
talking about that as we progress toward the clesdet

The Next Meeting is
Tuesday, August 21, 2007
6:15 PM — 9:00 PM
Location
American Legion Hall (Salmon Club)
3201 Boston Harbor Road NE

This will be our annual picnic (potluck style). $ang yourown
beverage and your favorite easy to make die club will
furnish their famous dawgs with condimentge will again have
a special "what floats" see and tell.

me put my plug in now. One instructor can't be gwdrere sc
we will need several instructors to support thessl Chances a
if you don't pre-volunteer, we’ltap you to help our students
this class. Get involved novido it before you forget. Dates a
specifics will be announced later. For now knowtthae're
working on the fly-tying class.

If you haven't figured it out, education is my rdait-button fo
club activities. | think this is great progress &vd recurring clas
schedules.

Elsewhere in the club, new members (maybe guesttha
time?); Kurt and Julie Bergstrom entered the meeting hat
handed me a paper sack. Kurt greets me, “Here’sthimg we
thought you guys might like.” I'm curious: it's tdweavy for dry
flies....it's too bulky for size 18 hooks... Opening theck | find
a dozen pens. Beautiful, handmade exotimd pens witt
custom name inserts: “South Sound Fly Fishers."t Kelis ne
that he used to make such pens, and on discovéirenglub, he
and Julie thought we were a worthy recipient. Kamtl Julie —
our thanks and recognition is a little overdue, latless sincert
The Board will take an action to determine a fitmse ér those
pens. Many thanks for the generous donation of yione anc
materials.

Until next month —narrow loops and tight lines! (To you rec
casting class grads: Happy Mends!)

SSFF BOARD POSITIONS
There is a need for volunteers for the followingigions. This is
your club and it is only as good as the members ditert it.

Secretary: Attend six board meetings and recorditesand
provide a record for each meeting. (open now)

Raffle: See Denny Lewis for info. (next year)

Programs: See Gary Kellogg for details. (next year)
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August Conservation Report
by Myron Saikewicz
Sherwood Creek, 2004 Conservation Project

The last phase of the Sherwood Creek Project
recently completed with the erection of a sig!
the Kayak Park in the vicinityof Allyn,
Washington. The sign describes the burm rem
project and it's importance to the protection af
Sherwood Creek fish runs. The sign ¢
recognizes the financial contribution of the Sc
Sound Fly Fishers to the project. Kayak Par
situaed on the water side about 100 yards n
of the Sherwood Creek bridge as one appros
the Town of Allyn from the south on Route 3.

2008/09 Sports fishing Rule Revision Process

The Washington Department of Fish and Wild
(WDFW) has begun the press of modifying an
adopting the ‘08/'09 sports fishing rules. K
dates include: Aug. 31 Approved proposals se
to public for comment; Sept. regional public
meetings; Nov. 2/3 —Public testimony o
proposed changes before the WD
Commission (Chelan); Feb., '08 Adoption of

new rules by WDFW Commission and, May 1 —

Rules take effect. In June, WDFW communice
to its’ various policy groups which of the 3
proposals it was prepared to approve for pL
consideration. One of the more controver
proposals is raising the wild steelhead limit fr
one fish to five fish in ‘08/'09.

Crab Creek Dam Proposal
The Washington Department of Ecology |
confirmed that it has concluded a study whict
all likelihood, will result in the construction &
dam across the Crab Creek drainage in ce
Washington. The justification given for t
project is 1) Irrigation needs and 2) Colum
River summertime flow augmentation for salm
This drainage is the site of several lakes thae!
long been favoritely fishing destinations for ot
club members including Lenice, Nunnally
Merry. The proposed dam will, of course, floo
huge portion of the watershed and destroy
popular fishery. The planning for this project v
be enormous and take years to@ade but man
powerful interests are lining up in support of 1
effort so, unless there is a huge groundswe
opposition, this will likely happertay tuned. I
the meantime, if you have concerns about
project, s':irg:ontacting your legislators!

==l

Crab Creek Dam
by Mike Clancy, Secretary, WSCFFF

This is hard to believe The state of Washington and U
Bureau of Reclamation are now focused on destrotfia
environmental values of Lower Crab Creek in orde
provide more subsidized water for agriculture grpposing
to build a dam to block Crab Creek in Eastern Wagtoin.
The proposed Crab Creek Dam would consist of aretec
face rock filledstructure nearly two miles long and up to .
feet in height. The reservoir would be filled pymping
“surplus” water from the Columbia River and theteasing
it back into the River to allow downstream farmsptamp it
back out again. The new dam would flood up to 8,80res
of currently irrigated farmland. This project wdulipe out
3 prime fly fishing lakes -Nunnally, Lenice and Merry, i
addition to Crab Creek. To learn more about théggert, go
to www.waterplant.ws This is how Banks Lakeas createc
Banks Lake is a reservoir controlled bynpps at The Gran
Coulee Dam.The Washington State Council of the FFF '
discuss this project at our next Board meeting agust 11

Upcoming Programs
by Gary Kellogg
September we are having back by popular demand D
Rose. Doug will be talking abbdishing the rivers aroun
Port Angeles area. Doug's program last year wasobiiee
most entertaining and informational and this yedk lve no
less.

October, we will have Chester Allen back to give us
program on fishing Yellowstone. This is anathfavorite
fishing area that Chester keeps telling us abous iRriday
Daily Olympia articles.

Outings
by Dan O'Brian

October 6/7; Yakima River
September/November; Open for ideas

Yakima River Fall/Winter Hatches
Midges-November thru May
Blue Wing Olives-Oct & Nov then February +
Little Brown Stone, Winter Stone-January & Feb
Spring Stone, Skwala— February thru April
March Brown— March thru May
October Caddis-October & November
Summer Fall Cahill -October & Nov
Mahogany Dun-October & November
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Fly-Fishing Techniques for Smallmouth Bass b
Harry Murray

Frank Amato Publications, Inc., Portland, OR, 2005
119 pages, softbound

lllustrated Color and Black & White, suggested pr
$19.95

No matter your flyfishing skill level if you
haven't fished for smallmouth bass with a fly rod y
are missing one of the great pleasures and chaly
of fly-fishing. The smallmouth bass is one of the n
aggressive, hard fighting, and fly friendlysh that
swims. Add to that the fact that smallmolthss cal
be found in almost every location in North Amer

and you have a fly fisherman's quarry second t@non

Harry Murray has put together a "sh
course" in smallmouth flyishing that will provide
you with all of the tools you will need to be sassful
without numbing you with unnecessary informati
This easy to read book is composed of nine cha
covering smallmouth bass fishing from start to lagc
fish. First you are given a bit of why smallmouthsk
are such a great fly rod quarry. $hs followed by
chapters on appropriate tackle and casting tecks
useful for this type of fishing. This gene
information section is completed with a chaptertoe
anatomy of a typical smallmouth bass river. Next
three chapters covering the majtype of flies ant
fishing tactics for catchgp smallmouth bass on a 1
rod. MinnowMatching, nymph fishing, and surfa
flies. The author includes a suitable number
appropriate patterns in each category includingr
photos and methods of fishingese flies. The fine
two chapters cover tactics for floating rivers
smallmouth bass and fishing for them in lakes
ponds. The book concludes with a very useful
well-prepared index. The extensive use of high qu
color photographs makes thieformation easy ti
visualize. Very well edited and designed to allcasy
reading.

For everyone who would like to try catchi
a smallmouth bass on a fly rod this book will get
started and provide you with everything you nee
be successful earlyno The author has provided t
right mix of information without adding too much
leaving out the essential. And he has done it
manner that makes reading this book a real jo
book you will read, study, and refer to often ogoa
have hooked your first bronzeback.

Spey Fishing Steelhead

Cascade Mediaworks, LLC, Portland, OR, 2005,
www.flyfishtv.com

DVD, 70 mins., suggested price $24.95

Spey casting DVD's have been appea
quite regularly the last fewears. However, until no

there really hasn't been any instructional DVD's on

what to do with your Spey casting skills once '
have acquired them. Well Gene Hering, of Casi

Media works, has teamed up with John Hazel, a Spey ¢t
instructor and guide on the Deschutes River, teerhnthis

situation. The result is a seventy minute DVD die
explaining and illustrating how to fish for steedldewith a
Spey rod and Spey casts. The DVD covers how to
steelhead water allowing you to fish the prodiectparts of
rivers and eliminate the areas unlikely to haveelbiac
present. Also explained are the habits of steeltaadi how
these traits help determine how to work the wated what
type of fly and presentation to use. John explang show:
how b choose and fish waking flies, skating flies, sufece
flies, and wet flies. He also shows examples ohagpe of fly
and discusses color selection, how to rig theious types ¢
flies, and what terminal knots he has found most suiti
Fishing with both floating as well as sink tip flges is shown.

The cinematography compliments the instruc
beautifully. The cameramen clearly are well versedhooting
outdoors over water. The DVD has clear, easy tahvahage:
which allow you to concerdte on John and what he is say
and doing. And the high angle shots give the vieavelear ant
sometimes startling view of how a steelhead retxthe fly.
Each steelhead fly fisherman has his pet theoryhow
steelhead track and attack flies, bus thVD will allow you to
hear directly from the steelhead. This informatialone is
worth the cost of admission.

After mastering the basic casting techniques of.
and Amy Hazel's Spey Casting DVD and practicing@o can
comfortably cast 90 to 100deyou need something to do w
your new skills. Well John Hazel provides you wiitle answe
and how to attain success. This is definitely a Dstry fly
fisherman who chases steelhead with a Spey rodreams o
doing so, will want in his personabliary to view and revie\
many times.

“Double-Up!”
Submitted By Dave Ramon — Newsletter Editor for@rand

River Fly Tyers Club
Written by Keith P. Skilton

We've all learned that two flies can be better thae.
To steelheaders, this means a nympth egg fly combinatiol
separated by 24 inches of fluorocarbon. To traftdiman, thi
means a "hoppetropper" rig where the flies are separatec
18 inches of a lower diameter of monofilament. Tmany
times, we are just following these "standards" famdet to asl
ourselves what we are trying to achieve with thedéam rig~
Most answers | hear are to determine what thediiehtaking o
what | call the trial and error approach. This agmh may lea
to learning something new for the arsenal but adl many
times we just accept that trial and error is gondugh whicl
in-turn leads to losing effective fishing time. I'nbig believer
in thinking throughthe approach so then we know the "w
and "how" and just need to apply it to the appmaterl'when".

Even though conditions will always dictate the pe
I've learned a few tricks that'll help the two flienterac
together to improve the presentation. First, letdk atwhatto
do when the fish are surface feeding on very smalbes. Fo
me, it can be very difficult to identify the midge spes,
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especially in low light conditions. In most situats, the
caddis or mayfly hatch is about to begin, so whdblis
use a two dry fly setip. The first fly will be say a size :
Goddard caddis followed by a size 22 Panidge. As in
all surfacesubsurface arrangements, the Goddard pe
will act as a strike indicator but will also be ¢éskby the
opportunist feeders. | try to pick the front pattdo be
larger and very buoyant. Getting the progpkift will
depend on the length of separation between thefliam
Always start longer, say 30 inches, and shortenas
necessary.

Secondly, let's look at the dry fly and emer
combination. The fish are mainly feeding right belthe
surface with theccasional adult fly being seen taken. f
tend to pick a spot in the water column to pick tfé
emerging insect and generally get the insect wheyets
caught in the surface film. The trick here is tee wmn
indicator parachute style first fly thates in the surfac
film and place the dropper at or just above whieefish
are holding. It's a very "in your face" approachd da
highly effective. The separation between the tviesfcar
only be accurately determined by seeing where igtei$
in the water column but it is generally shortl(-inches)
Experience will aid in judging distances underwater

Thirdly, lets examine the famous of all tand
rigs, the dry and nymph combination. Here the
patterns used will be of the same fly but iffetent stage
and the water depth/flow will dictate the length
separation. Commonly, you are not able to see igte
lower in the water column; hence you're targetisb &t or
near the bottom. Its no secrete to use a "hang 'd
technique at the endf the cast to allow the bottom fly
imitate a swimming nymph, but be cautious of whenu
do this. | have found it's better to dead drift tlgebeyonc
all the feeding fish, then transition to a swingldwld it.
Messing with the top fly above the dwwn fish may turr
them off. Since fish have now learned to move afi
there will likely be fish downstream of the riseveaiting
lower in the water column for their turn in the iaet
feeding lane.

The fourth combination to look at is the nyn
and nynph rig. Here again we must consider how the
flies will interact together and I've found the mefective
display will be to use a larger weighted patternhasfirst
fly and a smaller, more buoyant pattern as therscbhe
larger pattern gets tteecond fly down faster and could
a better alternative than loading up the leadeh sjtlit
shot. Twitching the rod tip will also help the sadofly
rise and dive more naturally. The separation waliybut
as a general rule keep them close togethiefishing deej
and further apart for a more searching approach.

The fifth option is the nymph/strean
combination which is used to emulate a baitfismgaifter
a nymph. The theory here is that bigger fish wil ajter
the larger patterns and I'veesethis countless times
nature where | have a smaller fish on the line afxgge!
fish shows itself either by a curious follow or aatright

attack. | haven't been able to say for sure thatgbtup is a
sure thing. Whenever | fish for bigger fisising streamers,
only use one fly. | have heard that in lakes owstivers thal
the streamer/nymph sap is valuable in that the larger patt
will first get a fish's attention who will then takhe nymph
Again, | think this is more of a trial and erromapach.

Lastly, doubling up on streamers has its placefdu
me but it has only been in salt water applicatiotere | was
casting into large pods of blitzing baitfish. Stwe, for the
most part, should always be targeted when fishingpmers
and losing flies is part of the program. My stregsrtend to b
somewhat more elaborate patterns and losing tvactiate car
be frustrating.

Fishing two patterns at once, in theory, will als
better your odds. The key is to use your knowledfydish
behavior and reading the water to make your fishimgre
productive. Beginners will always have the trialdaarror
period of learning, but once experience is gainedallybe able
to know when the right time is to douhlg@- This is a dynami
approach and always requires enmluation of the ric
Everything is always changing underwater and to ds
successful as you can, it'll necessitate you toghaas well
This is the key to being a good fisherman!

Why SWFF from a Kayak?
By Jose Colon — Taken from the Salty Flyrodderiledv York
Newsletter

The simple answer to this question is "Locat
Location, Location". The fish can move freely abthag watel
depths and wading anglers can not. Anyone expeariemath
fishing from the surf can probbbrecall many times whe
distance in the cast often made a big differencdénquantity
and quality of fish caught. Though techniques istatice
casting taught by some of the masters like LeftghKand Lot
Tabory can help the average angler to sefavaextra yards ¢
shooting line through their guides, there are stften
situations where being able to chase the fish dmigm some
deeper water (or more rapidly down the shorelia) ttanslat
into more fish caught and released.

Taking the gameot the fish opens more opportun
for the angler, but also has its compromises. Begm at fly
casting should probably hone their skills on tdimama before
taking their first paddle. Seasoned casters will seed to
make adjustments in their castitechnique, but will find the
all the same principles of casting apply on theakags they d
on the shoreline. One dramatic change will be dggiirement:
of often making long casts. The unique advantagésbing
from a kayak is that the angler déterally sneak up on the fis
undetected. Of course, this won't automaticallygtate to ai
immediate catch, but it increases the angler's dppity at
fish.

Some locations simply fish better from a boat.hié
fish are waiting in ambush formatiom dhe deep side of
drop-off for the local bait fish to swim across from
shallows, even the best placed fly from the shoeefhay no
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inspire a strike: the fly is swimming the wrong Wi
Casting into the shallows from deep water may leeoifily
way b make the right presentation. It may also be
advantage to fish submerged or partially subme
structure from different angles. Itisnd of difficult to cas
around a huge boulder sticking ten feet out of wader
thirty feet off the shoreline, btihat may be where the fi
are located.

Kayaks allow for extensive installation
electronic devices to navigate, locate fish anchgqu®pel
the kayak through the use of electronic trollingtons.
Add to this the ability to install rod holders, wt
equipment and mount pontoons permitting the angle
stand in the kayak while casting and you have élhi
versatile craft that can tolerate extensive acaeessl
These toys can help the angler avoid wasting tim
fishless waters; consistently returnpecise locations th
have produced fish, and execute presentation oflyha
just the right way. Though some anglers take a\dew
of the technique, it is possible to troll a flyyasu leisurely
paddle along and you may find that an area devbideo
on your fish finder may suddenly produce hiddeagtee!

Perhaps the most commonly agreed advanta
the kayak is that it avails previously inaccessifidding
locations to the paddling angler. It is common he
Northeast to observe sandbarsflats which would mos
certainly produce fish all around or on them, batynmot
be accessed by wading. It may not be possible ¢tesa
some of these areas with a flats boat! Howeveraks
enable anglers to explore locations that evpreviously
only the stuff ofimagination and the best fishing in th
locations may be realized by dismounting the kasad
wading the area. Talk about the best of both wérlds

What ever the motivation to try kayak angling,
sure to be familiar with (and observd) boating safet)
rules. Above all else use common sense. Rentin
borrowing a kayak to try it out (without the flydat first)
usually helps the beginner to more rapidly dew
confidence in paddling. Working through the adjuesti
of kayak angling W be easier at that point. A multitude
expensive accessories are not required to starg lgooc
paddle and some safety equipment are a must. Tdre
many websites and discussion forums which adc
common questions about equipment, techniqued
locations from which to launch. A simple "kayfikhing"
search on an internet search engine should sutficek
for more articles on getting started with kayak lamtgin
future SFNY newsletters or contact us at a futueeting
regarding your interesn attending a forthcoming kay:
angling club trip.

ar

TYING CORNER

Karl's Lemhi Orange
Article by Eric Schubert - North Idaho Fly Casté&isib
Illustrations by Rann Haight - North Idaho Fly GastClub

If you are a fly-tying addict as | am, theage numerous loce
state and national expositions which highlight tihgng-
techniques of both professional anddbdly tiers. During my
travelsthis year, | had the opportunity to attend the 2mohual
Bozeman Fly Tying Exposition in Bozeman, Montaang with
a few fly tying addicts from the North Idaho Fly sZars Club.
was delighted to visit with old friends and sometloé nation'
best fly tiers, including Darwin Atkins, Bob JackliBob Lay,
Bruce Staples and others. Although | am alwaysgnéd by the
tying talents of these nationally renowned tiergm always ol
the lookout for folks who exhibit great skills, bate not ye
recognized for their outstanding tying talents.

At the Bozeman Show | had the unique opportunityigw the
tying talents of Gary Barnes from Rigby, Idaho. Gary waised
on the banks of the South Fork of the Snake Rinertss bee
an avid fly fisher since the age of six. He beggng his own
flies during his teenage years, and has been areanember o
the Shake River Cutthroat Club in southern Idaho for yngears.
After watching Gary's tying talents, | was impresday his
creative style as well as the ease with whichdmttterns of hi
own design.

This month's Fly-of-the-Month comes from Gary'seviad is
known in the southern part of Idaho as Karl's Lef@kange. Thi
fly pattern was developethy Karl Amanson, the owner a
operator of Lemhi Expeditions in place of soft Hackattern:
that did not stand up to the rigors of Lemhi trdGarl's lodge $
located on the banks of the Lemhi River in Idahe; fiver being
small in stature, but one that holitds of eager rainbows fro
eight inches to over more than twenty inches ingtlen The
development of the Lemhi Orange also solved thélpro of
quickly getting large soft hackled flies to the tooh of the iver
where fish usually tend to congregate.

The Lemhi Orange is tied on a TMC hook style 231
equivalent in sizes 40. This is a beefy fly; not to be confus
with the very small and delicafies for catching trout. The boc
is constructed with orange floss, but if you candfiorange
colored Pearsall Silk, it makes for a much bettedyb The
segmentation for the fly is provided by a smalldgor ambe
colored wire that is reverse wrappéar the thorax, add a sm
amount of brown dubbing. Use beeldain eyes that are silver
color and match the appropriate hodesthat you are using. F
the soft hackled effect, you can use hen saddle, Hung
partridge, speckled hen saddle or med rump. All of thes
hackles work well as long as you make sure that ar@uusing
very long and soft hackle barbules.

Fish this fly downstream with an across cast; pdupgur rod tig
under the water and move it back and forth withoavgetrieve.
If you don't get a strike just move a few feet aepeat the
presentation. Just remember to fish the Lemhi Grahgwly anc
deliberately. Karl's Lemhi Orange pattern is nahited to
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catching trout on the Lemhi River, but should bell
suited for all trait streams where large soft hackled f
are of interest to local trout.

2007 Officers, Directors & Committee Chairman

President, Randy Allen (360)866-4862
randyandcarol@earthlink.net

1st VP & Membership, Chuck Pfeil (360)481-5005
chuckpfeil@comcast.net

2nd VP & Programs, Gary Kellogg (360)754-4429
gkellogg_44@yahoo.com

Treasurer, Randy Woodson (360)446-6016
randy.woodson@gmail.com

Secretary,

Ghillie & Past President, Joe Uhlman (360)754-6255
joeuhiman@comcast.net

Political & Conservation, Myron Saikewicz (360)866-1567
myreneoneld@comcast.net

Education, Mel Hurd (360)709-0395
mhurd@esd.wa.gov

Newsletter & Website, Dave Millard (360)570-8553
mill14322@aol.com

Member at Large, Denny Lewis (360)491-5815
rwspl18@wildblue.net

Outings, Dan O'Brien (360)870-0539
airbornedanl@yahoo

General Meetings
When --- The third Tuesday of every Month except
December.
Where --- American Legion Hall (Salmon Club)
3201 Boston Harbor Road NE
Time ----- 6:15 PM Doors open,

6:30 P.M. Social Time

7:00 — 9:00 P.M. Meeting and Progra

Board Meetingsare held the first Tuesday of every other mon
Apollo’s Pizza & Pasta (Phone 754-7444)
2010 Harrison Avenue NW
Olympia, WA 6:00PM.
Our next board meeting iBuesday, October 2nd Evel one is
welcome and encouraged to attend.
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